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Programme Director,  

All MEC’s in our midst  

The Nuku family 

Representatives from the organized labour 

Government officials in various levels  

Fellow mourners  

 

Eulogy for Dr. Soyisile Nuku by Basic Education Minister, Angie Motshekga 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

As we gather here today, under the grace of the Almighty, to bid farewell to a great soul, Dr. 

Soyisile Nuku, I am reminded of the words in Matthew 5:4, "Blessed are those who mourn, for 

they shall be comforted." Today, while we mourn, we also celebrate the extraordinary life of a 

man who was not only a beacon of wisdom in the field of education but also a loving husband, 

a devoted father to his four children, and a pillar of strength to his family. 

 

Dr. Nuku's journey from a humble teacher to the Acting Head of the Eastern Cape Department 

of Education is a testament to his unwavering commitment, exceptional skill, and profound 

leadership. His life, rich in academic and professional accomplishments, was a testament to the 
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verse in Proverbs 22:29, "Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will serve before 

kings; they will not serve before officials of low rank." Indeed, Dr. Nuku served at the highest 

levels with distinction and honor. 

 

Born into a world filled with challenges, Dr. Nuku emerged as a symbol of hope and resilience. 

His academic achievements, culminating in a D.Ed. in Education Management, Leadership, 

and Teacher Professionalism, were just the beginning of a lifelong journey of learning and 

teaching. 

 

At Victor Poto High School, where he served as Principal from 1989 to 1996, Dr. Nuku laid a 

foundation of excellence that resonates to this day. His tenure as the District Manager of Libode 

and later as the Director of the Libode Mega District saw him turning challenges into 

opportunities, embodying the essence of Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me." 

 

In 2012, when faced with the daunting task of revitalizing the Libode Mega District's 

educational standards, Dr. Nuku, with the resolve and strength characteristic of his personality, 

led his team to a national award for the most improved district in 2013. This achievement was 

not just a testament to his leadership but also to his belief in the potential of every educator and 

student under his guidance. 

 

Dr. Nuku's contributions extended beyond administrative roles. As a member of the Biology 

Subject Association and a Senior Examiner for Grade 12 Biology Examinations, he played a 

crucial role in shaping the future of science education. His involvement with North West 

University and the University of Fort Hare's council demonstrated his commitment to higher 

education and his dedication to nurturing future leaders. 

 

Dr. Nuku's leadership style was characterized by humility and service, resonating with the 

words in Matthew 23:11, "The greatest among you will be your servant." He led by example, 

inspiring those around him with his wisdom, patience, and understanding. 

 

To his beloved wife and children, I extend my deepest condolences. Dr. Nuku was a family 

man, deeply committed to his loved ones. His role as a husband and father was as significant 



3 
 

as his professional achievements. He nurtured his family with love, kindness, and the wisdom 

of Solomon, creating a home filled with warmth and learning. 

 

In his various roles – from Circuit Manager to Deputy Director General – Dr. Nuku consistently 

demonstrated his commitment to service. He believed in the transformative power of education 

and dedicated his life to this noble cause. His mission was not just to lead but to impart 

knowledge, to inspire, and to uplift. 

 

As we bid farewell to this great man, let us take comfort in knowing that his legacy will live 

on. The corridors of the schools he served, the policies he shaped, and the hearts of those he 

inspired will forever bear his imprint. Dr. Nuku's life was a living embodiment of 2 Timothy 

4:7, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." 

 

In conclusion, let us not only mourn Dr. Nuku's passing but also celebrate a life well-lived – a 

life devoted to service, to education, and to the upliftment of humanity. Dr. Soyisile Nuku, your 

journey on this earth may have ended, but your spirit and your teachings will continue to guide 

the path of education in South Africa. 

 

Rest in peace, Dr. Nuku. You have indeed earned your eternal rest, and your legacy will 

continue to inspire generations to come. 


