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Programme Director, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Esteemed Guests, 

And most importantly, our cherished young readers, 

Our Sponsors, 

 

Sanibonani, Molweni, 

 

I stand before you today, filled with a sense of profound gratitude and 

boundless optimism, as we converge in the heart of our nation’s capital 

for the Children’s Book Fair.  
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This gathering, a vibrant tapestry woven from the dreams and aspirations 

of our youngest citizens, is hosted by the pioneering City Moms 

Foundation and the esteemed Kara Heritage School.  

 

Our gathering here is a celebration and a clarion call to recognise and 

bolster the pillars of literacy, imagination, and the preservation of our rich 

linguistic heritage. 

 

In the times we live in, where the digital world is becoming more 

intertwined with our physical reality, the enduring power of a book—the 

tactile sensation of turning pages, the rustle of paper, the weight of 

words—remains an unassailable bastion of learning and imagination.  

 

Children’s literature, with its kaleidoscope of stories, serves as a crucial 

bridge. It connects the real with the fantastical and fosters critical 

thinking, empathy, and creativity among our youth. 

 

The City Moms Foundation’s noble mission to unite mothers across all 

walks of life is a tribute to the power of community and the indomitable 

spirit of nurturing. Their efforts to empower families and foster the 

holistic well-being of communities have culminated in initiatives such as 

today’s book fair.  
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This event is a pillar of inspiration lighting the path toward a love for 

reading that transcends the boundaries of imagination and curiosity. 

 

Equally commendable is the initiative taken by The Kara Heritage School, 

which, in 2026, launched the Young Pioneers (Masupatsela) programme. 

This programme is dedicated to championing basic education and the 

preservation of cultural heritage. The Young Pioneers draw inspiration 

from the public lecture titled "The Regeneration of Africa" by Pixley 

Isaka Seme. Seme, the founding General Secretary of the African 

National Congress (ANC), reclaimed his African identity and pride during 

his lecture with the powerful declaration: "I am an African..."  

 

This same spirit of Seme's address later inspired Kwame Nkrumah, the 

Founding Father and President of Ghana, to establish the Ghanaian Young 

Pioneers (Masupatsela). This movement was pivotal in building Ghana as 

a model African state, showcasing the importance of youth in national 

development and cultural pride. The young pioneers also learn about 

African history, culture and heritage as well as Indigenous Knowledge 

Systems. 

 

The School’s dedication to crafting an enriching and inclusive curriculum 

speaks volumes of their commitment to shaping well-rounded, globally 

conscious citizens. 
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As we celebrate these remarkable organisations and their contributions to 

children’s literature, we must also focus on the broader spectrum of 

entities working tirelessly in this field.  

 

Programme director, there are numerous organisations, often operating 

independently of government support, who are pioneers in the children’s 

literacy space.  

 

One of them is the Puku Foundation, under the venerated leadership of 

Ms Elinor Sisulu, Executive Director, and it is a prime example of 

dedication and passion towards promoting literacy and reading in our 

country.  

 

Ms. Sisulu, an award-winning writer and human rights activist with an 

impressive background in literature and reading promotion, has steered 

the Foundation into a significant role within the educational landscape of 

our nation. Her experience and commitment have enabled The Puku 

Foundation to establish itself as a vanguard in preserving and promoting 

South African languages through children’s literature. 

 

The Foundation’s mission goes beyond the mere distribution of books; it 

is a comprehensive effort to make children’s literature in indigenous 

languages not only more accessible but also more appealing to the 
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younger generation. This initiative is crucial in a country as culturally and 

linguistically diverse as South Africa, where the representation of all 

languages in literature fosters a sense of pride and identity among children 

from different backgrounds.  

 

Moreover, through various programs, workshops, and festivals, the Puku 

Foundation engage communities, bringing together authors, illustrators, 

educators, and children to celebrate the rich mosaic of South African 

languages and stories. These events provide platforms for sharing 

knowledge, experiences, and stories that resonate with children and adults 

alike, promoting a communal spirit of learning and creativity. 

 

Programme director: Another organisation whose representative was 

present at the recent Basic Education Lekgotla is Siyafunda Donate a 

Book. This innovative, and one might even say maverick, organisation 

operates under the astute guidance of Ntokozo Ndlovu, a soldier by 

training and literacy enthusiast by activism. The organisation’s inventive 

strategy involves repurposing everyday items into vibrant 

‘Umgqom’wolwazi, the bins of knowledge’, as well as making ingenious 

use of book trolleys. These approaches capture the imagination and 

significantly widen access to literature in a genuinely democratising 

manner. 
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These bins and trolleys, brimming with books, are more than just storage; 

they are portals to uncharted territories and dreams waiting to be 

discovered. They embody the essence of making learning accessible and 

engaging, bridging the gap between children and the boundless realms of 

knowledge contained within books. By delivering literature directly into 

the eager hands of children, Siyafunda is making significant strides in 

combating illiteracy, one innovative step at a time. 

 

The outcomes of their work are extraordinary. With 830,000 books 

distributed, Siyafunda Donate a Book has enriched 60 schools, worked 

alongside 30 partners and donors, and, most importantly, has touched the 

lives of 55,600 children with the joy and hope of a better future. These 

figures, while impressive, merely hint at the transformative impact that 

access to reading materials can have on a child’s life. Each donated book 

is a beacon of opportunity, allowing children to dream, learn, and aspire. 

 

As we celebrate today’s children’s book fair, let us also recommit to 

supporting literacy initiatives, recognising our collective role in ensuring 

every child can explore the wonders of reading. 

 

I seize this opportunity to extend my regards to all organisations and 

individuals involved, in one way or another, in cultivating a culture of 

reading and literacy development among our primary scholars. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, the journey towards literacy and educational 

reform is a shared endeavour, blending collective efforts with individual 

commitments.  

 

Our recent Lekgotla on Basic Education has underscored our dedication 

to advancing literacy and bolstering Early Childhood Development 

(ECD). These discussions have been pivotal in refining our strategies, 

highlighting the critical need for comprehensive ECD frameworks as the 

cornerstone of lifelong learning.  

 

We believe quality ECD is a crucial launchpad for a child’s academic 

trajectory, fostering the cognitive, emotional, and social skills essential 

for continuous learning. 

 

Programme director, as we stand on the cusp of transformative basic 

education reforms, our guiding principle remains clear: literacy is not 

merely a skill; it is the cornerstone of all learning, a gateway to 

opportunities, and a lifeline to the future.  

 

In this endeavour, we draw inspiration from the tireless efforts of 

organisations like the City Moms Foundation, the Kara Heritage School, 

the Puku Foundation, and Siyafunda Donate a Book.  
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Their dedication to nurturing the minds of our young ones, to kindling a 

passion for reading, and preserving our linguistic heritage is nothing short 

of revolutionary. 

 

Looking ahead, our vision for the future of basic education in South Africa 

is one where every child, irrespective of their background, has access to 

quality education and the joy of reading. We envision a future where 

classrooms are vibrant hubs of creativity and inquiry, libraries are treasure 

troves of knowledge and imagination, and every child is empowered to 

reach their full potential. 

 

In pursuit of this vision, our reforms in basic education aim to strengthen 

the foundations of literacy and numeracy, enhance teacher training and 

development, and ensure that our curricula are responsive to the needs of 

a rapidly changing world. We are committed to creating learning 

environments that are inclusive, equitable, and conducive to the holistic 

development of every child. 

 

In this regard, I’m happy to announce that there will be a phased, 

incremental implementation of the Mother Tongue-Based Bilingual 

Education (MTbBE), targeting Phase 1 Mathematics, Natural Science, 

and Technology in Grade 4, starting in 2025. This will incrementally 

progress until the end of primary school in 2028. 
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Programme director, let us continue to champion the cause of literacy, 

celebrate the transformative power of children’s literature, and work 

tirelessly towards a future where every child, in every corner of our nation, 

can turn the page to a new chapter in our collective story—one where 

education and imagination light the way to a brighter tomorrow. 

 

As we move forward, let us also recognise the importance of partnerships 

and collaborations among government entities, non-profit organisations, 

the private sector, and communities. Only through our joint efforts can we 

overcome literacy and education challenges, ensuring that our initiatives 

reach every child in need. The synergy between different stakeholders is 

beneficial and essential for scaling impactful projects like those 

showcased today. 

 

Moreover, let us embrace technology and innovation in our quest to 

promote literacy. In an age where digital platforms have the potential to 

reach vast audiences, integrating digital literacy and e-books into our 

educational strategies can significantly enhance accessibility and 

engagement with literature.  

 

However, in doing so, we must also ensure that the digital divide does not 

widen by providing resources and training to those communities that are 

less technologically equipped. 
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The narratives and experiences shared today, from the heartwarming 

stories of children discovering their love for reading to the collaborative 

efforts of organisations making literature accessible to all, are a powerful 

reminder of the impact of our collective actions. They underscore the 

reality that every book donated, every story told, and every child 

encouraged to read represents a seed sown for a literate, educated, and 

empowered society. 

 

As we conclude today’s festivities and look towards the future, let us 

recommit ourselves to ensuring that every child has the opportunity to 

read, dream, and achieve their fullest potential. Let us continue to 

innovate, collaborate, and inspire, building on the foundations laid by the 

remarkable work of the City Moms Foundation, the Kara Heritage School, 

the Puku Foundation, Siyafunda Donate a Book, and countless others 

dedicated to the cause of literacy and basic education. 

 

In conclusion, I extend my heartfelt appreciation to the City Moms 

Foundation, the Kara Heritage School, and all the authors, illustrators, 

publishers, educators, and volunteers who have made today’s event a 

resounding success. Your unwavering commitment to the cause of 

literacy and education is the bedrock upon which we will build a brighter, 

more inclusive future for our children. Your dedication to nurturing the 

minds and spirits of our young ones is the greatest gift to our nation, 



11 
 

paving the way for a future where every child can aspire to greatness, 

empowered by the magic of reading. 

 

Thank you. 


