Speaking Notes by the Minister of Basic Education: #MyTeacher Special Ministerial Award at the National Teacher Awards
Esteemed guests, educators, Ladies and Gentlemen.
Upon my arrival at the Department of Basic Education, I was briefed about the National Teacher Awards, which are meticulously managed with high professional standards. These awards are audited and follow strict guidelines to ensure fairness, transparency, and that the process enjoys the public’s trust.
While I fully appreciate and encourage this level of procedural compliance, ensuring that everything is done by the book, I felt there was something missing—a voice, a perspective from the public, especially from our learners. 

Teachers have a profound impact on the lives of young people, and I wanted that to be recognized directly by those who experience it.

This led to the introduction of a special ministerial award—the #MyTeacher Award. It is a people’s choice award that allows the public, particularly learners, to nominate a teacher who has made a meaningful impact on their lives. 

This is a teacher who has gone the extra mile, one who embodies the ethos of selfless public service.
This inaugural award has been run entirely on social media, with the public posting video nominations to highlight the educators who have shaped their journeys in the most profound ways. The response has been heartwarming, and the stories we’ve heard are nothing short of inspiring. 
I am pleased to share that we are planning to expand the #MyTeacher Award beyond social media, making it even more accessible to different platforms so that more voices can be heard and more teachers recognized.
Before I announce this year’s winner, I would like to share with you one of the moving nomination videos that truly captures the spirit of this award.
(Play video)
The impact of Teacher Nqobile Mbatha on the life of the learner, Relebogile Maloma,  is immeasurable. Their unwavering commitment to ensuring that this learner could continue their education, despite facing significant health challenges, is a testament to the incredible role teachers play in shaping futures.

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in welcoming to the stage the inaugural recipient of the #MyTeacher Special Ministerial Award, Nqobile Mbatha.

