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Programme Director,

Your Excellency, Mr Alexander T. Ajayi, Acting High Commissioner of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
Your Excellency, Mr Andre Nzapayepe, Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, Ambassador of the Central African Republic
Your Excellency, Mr Salih Omar Abdu, Dean of the Africa Group, Ambassador of the Republic of Eritrea
Your Excellency, Mr Bashir Umar, Consul-General
Your Excellencies, Ambassadors and High Commissioners
Members of the Diplomatic Corps
Distinguished guests
Ladies and gentlemen

Good day,

On behalf of President Ramaphosa and the people of South Africa, I wish to convey warm greetings to President Tinubu and the people of Nigeria as they celebrate this momentous day. 

Today marks the 64th Anniversary of Nigeria’s Independence from British colonial rule. This occasion is indeed a significant milestone in the life of this great nation. We are here to celebrate with the people and the government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria this momentous day.

64 years of independence is a significant milestone in the life of a nation. Over the past six decades, Nigeria has played a significant role not only in advancing the well-being of its people but has also contributed to the independence and freedom of many on the continent. 

In this regard as South Africa, we will forever remain indebted to the role played by Nigeria towards the achievement of our own freedom. Many Nigerians made personal sacrifices so that South Africa is free from apartheid. We should therefore as South Africa and Nigeria spare no effort in taking every step necessary in consolidating and deepening these bonds of friendship and solidarity.

It is also important to recognise that this year, 2024, marks the 30th Anniversary of diplomatic relations between South Africa and Nigeria and the next Session of the Bi-National Commission is expected be hosted in South Africa in December 2024.

Your Excellencies and Distinguished guests,

The establishment of the Bi-National Commission (BNC) between the two countries in 1999 is a practical demonstration of the two governments’ desire to elevate the coordination of bilateral cooperation to a strategic level. 

We are pleased that since the establishment of these mechanisms, we had ten sessions and signed 34 Agreements and Memoranda of Understanding to promote cooperation in various areas including agriculture, mining, trade, and investment, defence, tourism and science and technology. President Cyril Ramaphosa looks forward to hosting the 11th Session of the Bi-National Commission hopefully before the end of this year.

South Africa welcomes economic cooperation between our two countries and the steps taken to increase trade volume as well as private sector investments. Nigeria is South Africa’s biggest trading partner in West Africa.
 
In 2023, two-way trade amounted to approximately R50,253 billion. The trade balance is overwhelmingly in Nigeria’s favour because of South Africa’s significant import of crude oil from Nigeria. 

Over one hundred South African companies have invested in Nigeria; including the following: the MTN Group, Multichoice, Pick & Pay, Old Mutual, Discovery and Standard Bank Group. Total South African investments in Nigeria are worth over R4 billion. These investments created tens of thousands of jobs in Nigeria. 

Meanwhile South Africa is pleased by the increase in investments by Nigerian companies, including the Dangote Group, the GZI Industries Limited, the Access Bank among other entities. Access Bank is the third largest investment in South Africa. Nigerian companies investing in South Africa also play a key role in creating jobs in South Africa.

We also appreciate the investment by Nigerian companies in South Africa. While we overcome these positive trends we believe more can still be done. We can increase investments if we create a positive environment for companies to thrive. Addressing regulatory hurdles, instituting, and harmonising tax regulations will go a long way in this regard.

In the field of trade, both countries should take advantage of the Africa Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) to facilitate trade between our two nations. Similarly, we should do more to promote people-to-people relations. We should also intensify cultural diplomacy activities between the two countries. 

Your Excellencies, Distinguished guests, Ladies, and gentlemen

In conclusion, South Africa welcomes cooperation between the two countries on the continent in promoting peace and democracy. A stronger partnership between South Africa and Nigeria will be key in advancing the implementation of Agenda 2063.

Once again congratulations to Nigeria on the occasion of its 64th Anniversary of Independence. 




Program Director,

These remarks will be incomplete without proposing a toast,

Acting High Commissioner, Mr Alexander Temitope Ajayi, allow me to:

•	Wish His Excellency, President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, Good Health.
•	Wish People and the Government of Nigeria; Peace and Prosperity  
•	and wish for greater and closer cooperation between our sister nations for the benefit our people, our continent and indeed for humanity. 


I thank you. 
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