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Speech by Deputy Minister of Education, Dr. Reginah Mhaule, on the 50th Anniversary of Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary School

Greetings to the Programme Director,
School Principal, Mrs Dasruth,
Members of the school governing body,
Dedicated educators, 
Our beloved learners,
and the broader community,

I must say what a great honour it is to have been invited here today to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary School, an institution whose name and values resonate with South Africa’s journey toward freedom, equality, and justice.
This milestone, which is a Golden Jubilee, is more than just an anniversary; it is a tribute to the enduring legacy of Dr. Yusuf Dadoo, a man who dedicated his life to the principles of social justice, equality, unity, and the power of education.


Dr. Yusuf Dadoo, the eponymous hero of this school, was a revolutionary thinker, a stalwart of the anti-apartheid movement, and a champion for human rights, who believed that education was central to achieving social justice. He envisioned a society in which every child, regardless of background, would have access to quality education—a value that Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary School has upheld for five remarkable decades. 
Today, we gather not only to honour the school’s achievements but also to reflect on the values Dr. Dadoo lived by, and how they are embodied in this institution and how they should permeate throughout our education system.
Programme Director,
At the heart of Dr. Dadoo’s mission was a steadfast commitment to social justice and equality. He believed that a society could only be just if every individual had equal opportunities to learn, grow, and succeed. 
Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary School has embraced this ideal by fostering an inclusive environment that welcomes children from all walks of life. This commitment is visible in the school’s support programs, which ensure that every learner has access to quality resources, irrespective of their background. The school’s outreach efforts, such as the Senior Citizens Breakfast, which was started 23 years ago and the Fun Walk, are a testament to your dedication to uplifting not only your learners but transcend your walls and reach deep into the entire community.

Dr. Dadoo’s vision of unity also transcended the barriers of race, religion, and socio-economic status. He believed that a united community could overcome even the greatest of challenges. 
Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary School has served as a model of unity and community cohesion by bringing together learners, parents, educators, and community members to build a nurturing environment for all. 
The school’s open-door policy, welcoming all community members and leaders, including the visit of icons like former President Nelson Mandela, Dr Naledi Pandor, Minister Angie Motshekga, et al, reflects the belief that education thrives best when the entire community is involved. 
Under the visionary leadership of the former school principal, Dr. AE Ismail, the school hall was built as a shared space for learning and community engagement—a legacy carried on today under the guidance of the current principal, Mrs. J. Dasruth.
I must take this opportunity to register my appreciation for the stellar work that you are doing principal. I wish you more strength going forward, as you take this iconic school to even greater heights.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
One of the cornerstones of Dr. Dadoo’s beliefs was the importance of lifelong learning. He believed that education was not confined to the classroom but was an ongoing journey toward personal and intellectual growth. 
Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary School exemplifies this value by nurturing academic excellence and instilling in its learners a love for continuous learning. The school’s emphasis on academic achievement and innovative teaching approaches has ensured that learners receive a well-rounded education that prepares them to be responsible, empowered citizens. 
As someone who has dedicated a large portion of my adult life to academia, community building and social justice activism, I am inspired by the school’s dedication to creating an environment that celebrates knowledge and encourages curiosity.
Dr. Dadoo’s life, much like my own, was marked by service and a deep sense of responsibility toward others. 
He taught that true leadership is measured not by position of power but by the ability to serve and uplift those in need. This value has been woven into the very fabric of this School, where educators and leaders like Dr. Ismail and Mrs. Dasruth have devoted themselves to creating a supportive environment where every learner can thrive. Their selfless dedication to building not just a school, but a community of support, is a living embodiment of Dr. Dadoo’s commitment to serving others.

Finally,
As we reflect on these values, we are reminded of the transformative power of education. In a world where we see so much division and discord, education remains the foundation of a values-based government that upholds human rights and the dignity of every individual. 
As a Deputy Minister in a government of national unity, I am personally reminded of how South Africa has overcome difficult moments by coming together around shared values. 
When the ruling party lost power for the first time in 30 years, many expected us to tear each other apart and for the country to be thrust into chaos and instability, as has happened in many other countries on the continent but also in more developed countries, such what happened on January 6th in the United States.
But we disappointed cynics, we came together in a moment of unity, forming a government of national unity that included 10 political parties. This unity, rooted in dialogue and shared purpose, is a testament to South Africa’s resilience—a resilience that is taught, nurtured, and celebrated in schools like Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary.



Dr. Yusuf Dadoo’s legacy continues to inspire us. His vision, his courage, and his unwavering commitment to equality, unity, and education are not just principles we honor; they are values we strive to live by every day. 
As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of this remarkable school, let us remember that Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary is more than a place of learning—it is a symbol of hope, of unity, and transformation. It stands as a reminder that education, when guided by purpose and values, can shape not only individuals but entire communities.
On this auspicious occasion, please rise and join me as I congratulate the learners, educators, parents, and community members who have contributed to this school’s success. 
May Dr. Yusuf Dadoo Primary School continue to inspire, educate, and uplift for many more generations to come. 
Here’s to another 50 years of excellence, unity, and community upliftment.
Thank you.
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