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Good morning to our learners, teachers, parents, community members, and 

distinguished guests gathered here at Harry Gwala High School. 

  

It gives me great pride and joy to join you today, as we gather to witness a 

moment that carries deep meaning for every learner in our country, the 

signing of the National Senior Certificate Pledge. 

 

Today is about affirming who we are as a people and what kind of citizens 

we want to become. It is a day that speaks to integrity, honesty, and 

accountability, the very values that form the foundation of our education 

system and our democracy. 

 



To the Class of 2025, I want to begin by saying that you have already come 

a long way. You have endured the challenges of twelve years of schooling, 

countless lessons, tests, projects, and late nights.  

 

You have overcome difficulties and uncertainties, and now you stand on the 

threshold of one of the most defining moments of your young lives. As you 

prepare to write your National Senior Certificate examinations, you will take 

a pledge today that commits you to approach this milestone with honour 

and integrity. 

 

Integrity is one of the most important qualities any individual can possess. It 

means doing what is right even when no one is watching. It means being 

truthful in your work, being reliable in your promises, and standing firm in 

your principles.  

 

In a country that continues to rebuild itself from a painful past, integrity is 

the compass that must guide us all, learners, teachers, parents, and 

Business leaders and Ministers alike. It is the value that turns education 

into wisdom and character. 

 

The pledge you will take today is a solemn declaration that you will not 

allow dishonesty, cheating, or any form of misconduct to define your 

journey. It is a commitment to fairness and truthfulness. When you put your 

name on that pledge, you are saying that your success will be earned 

through your own effort, not through shortcuts or deceit. 

 

This pledge is an important part of protecting the credibility of the National 

Senior Certificate examinations.  



Every year, the Department of Basic Education works tirelessly to ensure 

that these exams are conducted fairly and securely. The results of these 

exams open doors to universities, colleges and to the world of work. 

 

You must show integrity that is beyond reproach in the NSC Exams. They 

are a reflection of your effort and the work of your teachers and families. 

 

If we allow cheating or dishonesty to undermine these exams, we not only 

harm ourselves, but we harm the credibility of the entire system. We 

damage the value of the certificate that thousands of honest learners have 

worked hard to achieve. We weaken the trust that society places in our 

education system. That is why the pledge is so important. It is not just a 

ritual or a formality.  

It is a collective act of protection, 

Protecting your future, 

Protecting your integrity and the integrity of the system,  

and protecting the reputation of our country. 

 

When you read the words of the pledge, remember you are affirming that 

you will do your best, that you will not engage in any act of dishonesty 

during your examinations, and that you understand the importance of 

fairness and ethical conduct. You are promising to respect your teachers, 

your classmates, and the effort that every person in this room has invested 

in your success. 

 

This ceremony is a reminder that education is not only about what you 

know, but also about who you become. Our vision for the basic education 

system is not only to produce learners who pass exams, but to produce 



young people who are principled, ethical, and inspired to build a better 

South Africa and a better Africa. 

 

We want to raise a generation of young South Africans who understand that 

integrity and excellence can and must go hand in hand. We want to see 

young people who are not only academically capable, but who also 

embody empathy, respect, and responsibility. These are the qualities that 

will define the kind of society we will become, a society rooted in values 

and driven by purpose. 

 

As South Africa continues to find its path in a world that is changing rapidly, 

we need young people who will stand firm in their values and make 

decisions that uplift their communities. The future of our country will depend 

not only on how educated we are, but on how principled we are. A nation 

that values honesty and fairness will always find its way forward, no matter 

the challenge. 

 

We also take pride in knowing that the kind of learner we nurture here in 

South Africa will contribute to a thriving and values-based Africa. The future 

of our continent depends on young leaders who understand that integrity is 

the true measure of leadership. Whether you become teachers, engineers, 

doctors, entrepreneurs, or artists, the continent will look to you for 

guidance, innovation, and hope. 

 

Today’s ceremony is a national moment. It is a statement about what we 

believe in and what we aspire to be. It is a declaration that South Africa’s 

education system is committed to producing citizens who can be trusted, 

who value hard work, and who conduct themselves with integrity. 



 

To the Class of 2025, I want to say this: as you approach your final exams, 

do so with confidence and pride. You have everything you need to succeed,  

 

It is the knowledge that your teachers imparted on you, It the support of 

your families, and it is your determination that has brought you this far, It is 

not cheating. Remember that these exams are not the end of your journey, 

but the beginning of a new chapter, make it a good and honest chapter. 

 

Your hard work will open doors. Your honesty will sustain your success. 

Your integrity will define your legacy. When you walk into the examination 

room, walk in with the assurance that your future is in your hands. You are 

capable, you are ready, and you are the hope of this nation. 

 

I also want to wish you well on your valedictory ceremony that will take 

place later today. This is your moment to celebrate the journey you have 

travelled, to thank those who have supported you, and to reflect on how far 

you have come. It is a time to look back with gratitude and look forward 

with courage. 

 

Let your valedictory be a celebration of integrity, effort, and resilience. Let it 

be a reminder that the lessons you take from school are not only found in 

books, but in the values that will guide your lives. 

 

To the teachers and parents who have walked this road with our Matric 

class of 2025, thank you. Your dedication, sacrifice, and belief in our young 

people make all the difference.  



To the Matric candidates across the country, as you take the pledge today, 

remember that you are not just promising to be honest in your exams, you 

are promising to be honest in all that you do in life. 

 

May you go forward with pride, and may your efforts shine as brightly as 

your dreams. 

 

I wish you all the best for your final examinations. Write them with 

confidence, honesty, and the belief that you are shaping a better South 

Africa and a better Africa. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


