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WELCOMING ADDRESS BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF BASIC 

EDUCATION, DR MR MHAULE AT THE HIGH-LEVEL HYBRID 

EVENT ON THE ENDORSEMENT OF THE EASTERN AND 

SOUTHERN AFRICA (ESA) COMMITMENT BEYOND 2020, 

INKOSI ALBERT LUTHULI ICC, DURBAN   

 

06 December 2021 

 
Programme Director 

Esteemed Ministers of Education, Health, Youth and Gender from various 

countries in the Eastern and Southern Africa Region  

Southern Africa Development Community Senior Officials 

Heads of Agencies from the United Nations Family 

Senior Government Officials from the different sister Departments in South Africa 

Civil Society Representatives from the ESA Region 

Young people from various platforms, our critical stakeholder on the ESA 

Commitment  

Delegates  

Sanibonani  

 

It is a great privilege and honor for me to welcome you in this pre ICASA Conference 

event attended by delegates of such high caliber from various countries in the 

continent and beyond.  As South Africa, we are extremely grateful for the 
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opportunity to host the first (1st) ever hybrid ICASA Conference on our shores. In 

2013, South Africa hosted the endorsement of the ESA Commitment in a similar 

conference in Cape Town and now the endorsement of next phase of the ESA 

Commitment towards 2030 is also held in the country. As such, we are humbled to 

be considered as destination of choice to host this momentous occasion once 

again.  It means we must have done something right the first time hence coming 

back was easy.   

 

Esteemed colleagues and delegates, I am particularly excited that as a region we 

have agreed to continue the journey to enhance and accelerate our efforts to 

ensure that the health and well-being of our adolescents and young people are 

advanced through the Commitment we are about to endorse.  Africa has a large 

population of young people and we must do all in our power to make opportune of 

this demographic dividend. Our young people are our hope for the development of 

the continent. As leaders of today, we need to prioritise the health and wellbeing 

of young people for the betterment of Africa.   

 

We are all aware and cognisant of the many challenges facing our adolescents and 

young people notably the concerning high numbers of HIV infections; early and the 

rising number of unintended pregnancies; access to health and social services 

especially sexual reproductive health service (SRHS); gender based violence and 

early marriages in Sub-Saharan Africa among others. It is in agendas such as the 

ESA Commitment that, as a region, to accelerate our combined efforts to address 

these issues.   
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For South Africa, the renewal of the ESA Commitment is quite significant as it 

affirms our continued efforts to strengthen the implementation of comprehensive 

sexuality education (CSE) and access to sexual reproductive health services (SRHS) 

for our adolescents and young people in and out of schools. As a signatory to the 

ESA Commitment endorsed in 2013, the DBE is also happy to share some significant 

progress that have been made in the implementation of the Commitment: 

➢ In 2017, the Department successfully concluded the National Policy on HIV, 

STIs and TB for Learners, Educators, School Support Staff and Officials in all 

Primary and Secondary Schools in the Basic Education Sector (DBE Policy on 

HIV, STIs and TB) which was approved by Cabinet.  This progressive Policy 

makes provision for the Department to strengthen the implementation of 

CSE though the Life Skills (LS) and Life Orientation (LO) subjects and the 

provision for the access to SRHS for learners in school.   

➢ In 2019, the Department also developed the Standard Operating Procedures 

(SOPs) for the Provision of SRHS in Secondary Schools to improve access to 

Sexual Reproductive Health Services. On 18 September 2019, health and 

education partners implementing programmes   in schools were orientated 

on the SOPs; 

➢ In September 2021, Cabinet approved the Policy for the Prevention and 

Management of Learner Pregnancy in Schools which will support initiatives 

towards the reduction of early and unintended pregnancies in schools. The 

Policy will be launched at this Conference on 09 December 2021 at 8h45 to 

9h30. You are all invited to join the Department at the session. 

➢ The Department, through the support of Education Development Centre 

(EDC) funded by USAID, has developed total of 80 Sexuality Education 
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Scripted Lesson Plans (SLPs) for grades 4 – 12. The support included the 

training of Life Skills officials and teachers; orientation of School 

Management Teams, School Governing Bodies and Parents on CSE; and 

➢ The Department also held engagements with various stakeholders including 

teacher unions, school governing bodies, religious and traditional leaders to 

support implementation of CSE in schools which was supported by UNESCO. 

This is at the backdrop of the opposition to CSE experienced globally in 2019 

➢ To continue advocating for the implementation of CSE as a game-changer in 

the prevention of HIV the DBE also co-hosted a satellite session on CSE with 

the South African National Aids Council (SANAC) at the 9th SA AIDS 

Conference on 10-14 June 2019. 

 

Programme Director, despite the progress achieved from 2013 to date, we are 

aware of the gaps that still exist in our efforts and the new challenges obstructing 

our efforts. South Africa notes the unacceptably high HIV prevalence rate among 

adolescent girls and young women (almost 1300 HIV incidences per week 

recorded in 2017), high numbers of early and unintended pregnancies among girls 

aged 10-19; and the gender based violence during the COVID 19 locked down 

periods which was reported to have reached epidemic proportion with our 

President declaring it a second pandemic. We are also noting the rise in the HIV 

incidences among boys and young men which is concerning.  

 

It is therefore against this backdrop that as a country, we welcomed and agreed to 

the regional call to extend the implementation of the ESA Commitment to 2030. 

This will ensure that these critical conversations do not fall in the back burner 
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especially in light of the many challenges that our country are facing in the ardent 

of the COVID-19 and resultant lockdown.  The renewal of the ESA Commitment is 

a very important step we can take as countries to refocus efforts and remind 

ourselves of the agenda to end AIDS by 2030. For this vision to be realised, we need 

to strengthen implementation of programmes and interventions targeting young 

people. 

 

Fellow States representatives and delegates, South Africa is remembering one of 

our iconic struggle figures Mme Charllote Maxeke and one of her famous quotes 

or principle she has left us with is when you rise take others with you… therefore 

I want to reiterate her words, through this reaffirmation of the ESA Commitment, 

let us take our young people with us to rise with them towards a better Africa for 

all.  

 

South Africa is happy to host this event as it provides us with another opportunity 

to learn from each other, share innovative strategies to engage our youth, as well 

as to improve implementation of key interventions to achieve the goal of ending 

AIDS. With these few words allow me to welcome you to our beautiful country 

South Africa, to the warm shores of Durban. I hope that you will not only be stuck 

in the business of the conference but will take an opportunity to enjoy our 

hospitality, explore our beach front and cuisines. Welcome to South Africa and 

thanks to the organisers, UNESCO and the UN Family for bringing us together for 

this momentous occasion.   

 

Ngiyabonga.  


